
Dear Families,

After a traumatic year for so many New York students and families, it’s critical we elect a mayor
who will put the needs of public school parents first. We understand this deeply because we are
public school parents too. We’ve seen the consequences of electing a mayor with no real skin in
the game--someone who puts an ideological or transactional political agenda ahead of what’s
best for students. It’s time for a major change.

That starts with electing a mayor who will finally make investments in neighborhood schools so
that every family has a school in their community they can be confident will meet their child’s
needs. For the past eight years, Mayor de Blaiso has focused on a relative handful of schools,
politicizing public school education and ignoring the needs of hundreds of thousands of families
who simply want the school near their home to prepare their child for success.

We can do better as a city, and that means ensuring more students -- in more schools -- have
access to better neighborhood schools and more accelerated learning programs.

Accelerated learning programs are an essential part of any great public education system.
Greater representation by all backgrounds is an excellent goal, but the way the current
administration has pursued that end is wrong for New York City. Instead of shutting down more
accelerated learning programs--as all of the past three mayors have done--we should be
expanding offerings across the five boroughs so that we can identify the immense talent in every
corner of our city.

We often hear about how our community has lost faith in the DOE -- as public school parents,
so have we. But as we also know that many other communities of color feel that same level of
distrust, even if for different reasons. As mayor, Andrew will rebuild that trust by reinvesting in
neighborhood schools and by appointing a fair minded, non-ideological chancellor who will
oversee an expansion of accelerated programs and ensure that students admitted to these
programs are prepared for their rigor and set up for success.
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We believe that it’s deeply irresponsible for any school system to claim they can assess the
talent and potential of every child through a single test administered at age four. While that may
work for some, it will also leave many behind for a multitude of reasons, including that some
parents are simply not comfortable putting their young child in that situation. That’s why students
should have the opportunity to enroll in a G&T program at several different class levels and
should be able to demonstrate their talent and skills through multiple criteria. Students that
demonstrate advanced aptitude at the four year mark through an objective measure should
retain their ability to enroll in the program, but we should open up more slots in more programs,
under a more durable and comprehensive criteria.

I will direct the Department of Education to develop new objective criteria by the end of 2022,
but in the interim we need to end the chaos created by the de Blasio administration’s sudden
changes and give parents predictability for the school year ahead. That’s why, as soon as I take
office, we will return to the pre-Covid measures to identify kindergarten-bound students to enroll
in existing G&T programs for the 2022-23 school year. We will add new G&T programs that
enroll students who demonstrate their talent and skills through universal identification, multiple
criteria, and have multiple entry points across elementary school grades similar to existing
programs, while also increasing capacity that is currently missing.

Andrew’s views on the admissions criteria aside, we also believe that the most effective way to
ensure more talented students in every neighborhood have access to specialized high schools
seats is to create more of them. That will be a Yang administration’s top priority with regard to
specialized high schools.

Lotteries are good for picking winners of public assets that are in short supply and for which
there is no justifiable reason for picking one New Yorker over another, such as with charter
schools or affordable housing units. They’re far less capable of determining the right match for
an accelerated school or curriculum that assumes a certain baseline of preparation. As all
students return to school in September, we will have grades and the ability to objectively assess
them for admission in the following academic year. We believe accelerated learning
opportunities must be restored immediately to stem further long term damage to students.

As we expressed to Yiatin Chu and Lucas Liu last weekend, there are countless ways for us to
work together. We want nothing but the best for New York City’s kids - and we look forward to
working with you on achieving this goal.

Sincerely,

Andrew and Evelyn


